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Executive Summmary

2024- 2025 saw the Victoria Park Centre for the Arts (VPCA) continue to maintain high
engagement numbers for our workshops and exhibition programmes. Our total number
of events increased by 7.5 % from July 2024 to June 2025, including VPCA'’s external
community focused events.

The Centre’s operations are subsidised by The Town of Victoria Park and Department of
Communities for a broad range of services we deliver. We provide access for many small
businesses and individuals delivering local community services for creative engagement
for children and adults. VPCA's Kent Street Gallery exhibition programme delivered 22
exhibitions including over 203 artists at the Arts Centre. Three external exhibitions in
collaboration with local business Monadelphous Group for our NAIDOC exhibition and
collaboration with Nulsen Disability Services and local school All Saints’ College were
conducted including our Create Connect visual artists.

The dedicated work of our small staff team puts VPCA in a positive and respected position
as one of few independent community organisations remaining in Perth. Huge thanks to

our paid staff and volunteers who ensure the Arts Centre’'s programmes and events are
supported by our local community and beyond. Our multicultural program grew, with large-
scale performance events held at Hillview Intercultural Community Centre, Bentley and the
continuation of established collaboration with Vic Park Community Centre for the popular
Cultural Dinner events.

Cost of living challenges and shifting dynamics in some of our regular workshop hiring
groups saw lower attendances in some workshops. Other groups VPCA have supported
have grown in their independence from the Arts Centre. Our support for emergent groups
and individuals to gain affordable access promoting their creative visions and initiatives
remains a core aspect of the Centre’s focus. The Town of Victoria Park continues to develop
a positive and inclusive community arts vision with VPCA as a key organisation hosting The
Town'’s Arts Season programme and their popular Local History Awards. Our foundation
volunteer Rowena Skinner was recognised for her dedicated commmunity volunteering work
by the Town of Victoria Park in 2025.

VPCA partnered again with the University of Western Australia’s McCusker intern program
providing student interns opportunities to work on discrete projects at VPCA. Their
contributions included the digitisation and documentation of VPCA’s 30-year photographic
records and archival documents towards a future publication. Also, a review of VPCA's
online marketing and social media visibility.

VPCA’s Board continues to provide welcome stability and efficiency in their ongoing review
of our processes and governance. We are fortunate to have experienced and committed
Board members who are also keen to mentor and develop governance strengths with
younger community members.

Jeremy Blank, Artistic Director/General Manager

We pay our respects to the original custodians of the land upon which we meet — the Whadjuk people of the
Bibbulmun nation. We acknowledge the significant and unique contribution First Nations people have made, are
making, and continue to make, to the heritage, cultural identity, community and health of the country.

VPCA is a recipient organisation of funding from the Town of Victoria Park.



Below: Statistics from 2023-2024

1135 activities that
improve access to arts,
Ll history, culture and
education
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Inclusive arts programs for
people with disability

7+ different arts offerings

141,931 social media
engagements

i

12 Multicultural
events

Our Board

Greg Mahney Chairperson
Leanne Linehan Deputy Chairperson
Rowena Skinner Treasurer

Sophie Smith Secretary
Shona Zulsdorf
Brenda Kamau

For more information on our board members visit, https://vicparkarts.org.au/our-board-

members/

Our Staff Members and Volunteers

Jeremy Blank
Artistic Director/General Manager

Leona Kuan Administrator, Events

Jae Criddle Communications Officer
Siobhan O’'Gara Communities Coordinator
Marie O'Reilly Finance

Jonathon Stagg Maintenance staff

Rowena Skinner Founding volunteer
Susan Mitchell Volunteer, Gift Shop, Events
Peta Basell Volunteer, Gardener

Peter Zappa Volunteer facilitator

Anneli Shorter Volunteer, Openings, Admin
Rose Cunningham Volunteer facilitator



Community Events

VPCA's Empowering Community programmes dre an important commitment to
our community. Family accessible events, workshops and exhibition opportunities
promote inclusivity, increased awareness and participation for individuals

and community %roups. Our popular Cultural Dinner Sharing programme in
collaboration with the Victoria Park Community Centre continued as sell out events
showcasing the cultures of Afghanistan, Argenting, Liberia, Sarawak, Uzbekistan
and Georgla. These events attract diverse and multigenerational participation
where everyone gets the opportunity to engage in the preparation and celebration
of the food during each event. Our collaboration with Hillview Intercultural Centre
in the City of Canning also grew in positive ways attracting larger audiences

and more opportunities for the inclusion of performance and participation for
reg?ulor audiences of over 100. India, Mexico, Zimbabwe and Andes cultures were
celebrated with attendances from up to 15 different cultures attending each event
and the Mexican Dia de los Muertos event (Day of the Dead) event at Hillview being
recommended as the best such event for the celebration in the Perth Metropolitan
reg?ion. Siobhan O’Gara’s work in developing these ambitious and positive cultural
celebrations was supported by fellow staff Leona Kuan and Maree Laffan. These
events could not succeed without the contributions of our community member
volunteers, including Bernadine, Peter Batty, Fiona Giles, Rose Cunningham and
Jadwiga Poulson.

Our multicultural art exhibition saw the return of Jane Li as curator for the WA
Oriental Culture and Art Association showcasing the work of 26 artists including
established and student artists in paintin?, calligraphy and multimedia works. The
exhibition attracted positive numbers including artists’ talks and workshops.

The Centre’'s Create Connect workshops for artists working with acute disabilities

in music and art maintained their popularity for private and organisational
participants. The annual exhibition with All Saints’ College fosters student
communications and interaction with Nulsen Group clients through art, music and
sports events. Our Create Connect artists also held their annual in-house exhibition
of works, for artists working with acute disabilities. Siobhan O’Gara’s coordination
of the programmes continues to empower and raise the profile of our Create
Connect artists within the community.

Local business Monadelphous Groug, headquartered in Victoria Park, continued
their support of VPCA’s NAIDOC exhibition programme including work from Monika
Dvorak’s Bush Blossom Gallery, Kalgoorlie. A series of uniform small canvasses
from desert communities was exhibited at Monadelphous HQ and our Kent Street
Galleries with positive sales generated to support safe houses and refuge for
victims of domestic violence in WA’s remote communities.

Lastly, we were most fortunate to be one of 19 recipient community organisations
across Australia to be gifted one of the ABC’s Pop Up Piano’s as part of the ABC's
popular ‘The Piano’ television series. The piano is freely available for anyone to
come and play during the Centre’s opening hours or by arrangement.



Pictured top: Create Connect music workshop (left) and Andean Celebrations of Culture event (right) /

Pictured middle: Uzbek Cultural Sharing Dinner with Victoria Park Community Centre (left), Zimbabwe
Celebrations of Culture event (right) | Pictured bottom: YODyssey Young Onset Dementia Choir ‘The Young Ones’
(left), Create Connect visual art exhibition ‘New Old Bold' (right)



Exhibition Program

Our 2024-2025 Kent Street Gallery
exhibition program attracted high quality
exhibitors and community focused
projects. Over 203 artists exhibited in 25
exhibitions including;

« 12 group exhibitions

* 9 community group exhibitions

- 6 solo exhibitions

« 4 cultural exhibitions

« 4 VPCA exhibitions

« 3 Town of Victoria Park exhibitions

« 3 emergent artists

2 established artists

» 4 residencies

« 2 grant funded residencies

« 3 external exhibitions
(NAIDOC/AIl Saints’ College)

Highlights included Melanie Sharpham’s
first solo exhibition showcasing her
work on paper and porcelain. We were
delighted to host The Art of Mosaics’
presented by the Mosaic Association of
Australia and New Zealand attracting
record numbers of visitors to their
biannual awards, workshops and talks.

The Total Hero Public Woman Collective’
exhibition explored the female body as a
site of public scrutiny, including the work
of six artists, curated by artist Louise Rae.
Scott Price’s ephemeral and sensitive
environmentally charged watercolours
including Australian native birdlife. Jane
Li’'s second solo exhibition featured her
botanical studies. Emma Purkis and

Lili Renfrey’s ‘swallow’ exhibition where
aesthetics and the human condition were
presented in playful and confronting
counterpoints.

Pictured (top to bottom):

1. Exhibition swalllow, Lily Renfrey and Emma Purkis

2. Radial Ecologies, Scott Price

3.Keep the Fire Burning! Blak, Loud and Proud ‘Rock Hole’
Tinpulya Mitchell and ‘Rock Hole Country’ Myra Richards




Our new collaboration with Perth LEGO user Group was popular, with their first public art
exhibition attracting over 300 visitors to the gallery.

Early Start Australia presented a rich and informative exhibition of their students who
attend local sessions with artists and therapists to support educational needs. Yodyssey
returned to Kent Street with four artists experiencing Young Onset Dementia whose work
included wood turning, collage, painting, and design. The Town of Victoria Park’s Arts

Season included works from the Town'’s Art Collection and collaboration with Vic Park

Community Centre, the organisers of the The Vic Park Community Portrait Prize. The Town

of Victoria Park also hosted their biannual and very popular Local History Awards at the

Arts Centre.

Thanks to our staff Leona Kuan, Jae Criddle, Siobhan O’'Gara, Marie O'Reilly, Jonathon
Stagg and volunteers Susan Mitchell, Rowena Skinner and Anneli Shorter for their work in
supporting and promoting the Centre’s exhibition programme.

Collaborators & Partners

We thank everybody below for their support and commitment to the Centre in 2024-25.

- Town of Victoria Park

- Department of Communities

- Australian Government Department of Home
Affairs

- Australian Broadcasting Corporation (Pop Up
Piano)

-Monadelphous Group

- Nulsen Disability Services

- People Kind

- Victoria Park Community Centre

- Kate Doust MLC

-Hannah Beazley MLA

- City of Canning | Hillview Intercultural
Community Centre

- United in Diversity

-Vic Park Pride

- WA Oriental Culture and Art Association

- Perth LEGO Users Group

- Bush Blossom Art Gallery, Kalgoorlie

-John Curtin Gallery | Curtin University

- Oxlades Art Supplies

- South Perth Learning Centre

- Jacksons Drawing Supplies

-Young Onset Dementia (YODyssey)

- Early Start Australia

-Vic Park Printmakers Group

- Vic Park Writers Group

- WA Portrait Artist Jill Ansell

- WA Mosaic Art

- Arts Creative Hub

- Perth Transport Authority

- Michelle Culnane, Drawing with Children
- Creative Kids Arts Club

- Vic Park Community Events Forum

- Maestria Productions

- The Colour Society of Australia

- Carers WA

-WWLAC

- Perth Comhaltas Inc.

- Novel Writers in Quiet Places

- Mosaic Association of Australia & New

Zealand (MAANZ)

- Soroptimists Perth

- Eugenia Schettino, Spanish Classes
- Co Dependents Anonymous

- Peter Zappa

- Eucalypt Homewares

- Malini Parker



